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Taste of Dupont 
 

On Saturday, May 31st, 20 Dupont Circle restaurants will 
open their doors to showcase their favorite appetizers, 
entrées, or desserts as part of the seventh annual Taste of 
Dupont. This restaurant event allows patrons to explore 
neighborhood eateries by going from place to place with 
tasting tickets to enjoy appetizers, entrees, and desserts 
from the best Dupont restaurants have to offer. 
 
This is the seventh Taste of Dupont organized by Historic 
Dupont Circle Main Streets, and the event is a fundraiser 
for the 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization. All proceeds from 
the event will be used to support the general operations of 
the organization established in 2003, charged with 
revitalizing Dupont Circle, including cleaning the streets 
and maintaining the tree boxes through our clean team, 
sponsored by the Department of Local and Small Business 
Development. 
 
Tickets to the Taste of Dupont are $5 each, and can be 
purchased in advance through Paypal or on site on May 31

st
 

at the Resource Center; 9 Dupont Circle, NW. This event is 
designed to showcase the wide variety of white tablecloth 
restaurants that can be found along P Street, Connecticut 
Avenue, 18

th
 Street, and 17

th
 Streets, NW. 

 

Internships at DC Public Library 
Special Collections--Washingtoniana  
Special Collections Department of the DC Public Library has 
multiple openings for Fall 2014 field study participants. 
Applicants must commit to a semester-long, 120-hour 
internship working for the Special Collections Department, 
10-20 hours per week, possibly to include evenings or 
weekends.  Open to current MLS students. Please see the 
available positions below and visit 
http://dclibrary.org/internships for info and updates. 
 
Archives Intern (unpaid): The DC Public Library Special 
Collections Department, Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
Library in downtown D.C. Archival processing under the 
direction of Special Collections Archivists, creation of one 
or more finding aids. Participants are typically able to 
choose from a selection of which collection(s) they process.  
  
Historic Map Collection Intern (unpaid): Historic map 
collection. Collection consists of about 8,000 maps of D.C. 
area from 1612 to the present. Intern will have 
considerable input in determining how to make this 
collection electronically accessible. Selected maps from the 
collection are currently being digitized as part of a grant-
funded project with MapStory http://mapstory.org/.  
Coordinate public outreach and public programming to 
promote digitized map collection Create "map stories" 
using the digitized historic maps. Inventory the collection. 
Create a searchable database and/or finding aid Create 
metadata and input into CONTENTdm. Minor preservation 
work, such as refoldering and ensuring that maps are 
properly stored. A strong interest in maps and map 
librarianship required. Must be a current MLS student. 
 

Dupont House Tour Call for House 
Captains 

Sunday October 19th  12 - 5:00 PM  
Free admission to Tour plus Parties before and after! 

To volunteer: info@dupont-circle.org. 

 

Historic Alley Dwellings - TODAY 
 

Capitol Hill Restoration Society (CHRS) Preservation Café 
Ebenezer’s Coffee House (downstairs), 2nd and F St. NE. 
TODAY, Wednesday, May 21, 6:30-7:15 pm 
Handicapped-accessible. No reservations required.  
 
Alley dwellings have been prominent in the news lately and 
not only because of DC Historic Preservation Office’s 
ongoing Alley Buildings Survey.  Not too long ago, Blagden 
Alley, at the east edge of Logan, was a long line of metal 
security garage doors. Now it is home to a chic club and 
coffee shop and soon to 125 micro apartments.   
 
Examples are tucked throughout Dupont. Gold Leaf Studios, 
an internationally recognized authority on conservation and 
gilding, located in an alley behind Anderson House off 
Massachusetts Avenue, was once the Walsh-Mclean family’s 
stable.  On the Dupont Circle House Tour perhaps four years 
ago, many of you may remember a spectacular 
contemporary with a 3 story copper waterfall into a living 
room koi pond and a swimming pool on the roof.  Located in 
an alley near Buffalo Bridge, it began as one, 1-story garage.   
 
These dwellings have existed since the very beginnings of 
urban DC.  Originally they were the only option available to 
working families, hidden behind larger homes or beside 
stables, mills or factories. They were so prevalent and 
derelict in 1934 that Eleanor Roosevelt made it one of her 
missions to either tear them down or clean them up. 
 
In Georgetown, alley brick houses, less than 10 feet wide 
and often with half sized kitchens creatively hidden in 
corners and under staircases, now cost somewhere in the 
$700,000s depending on the degree of renovation. Even 
when side by side, alleys could be rigorously segregated. 
Cecil Place, which rises due north from the Potomac, was 
white while Cherry Hill Lane, an alley pointing to the east 
from Cecil’s middle, was black. It is possible that more 
remain in Georgetown than anywhere else in DC … also 
prettier, with meticulously painted fronts and flower pots.  

 
Cherry Hill Lane – the present 

 Cherry Hill Lane? – the past? 

Editor Ruth Horn ruthhornrealestate@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

As a DCCA member, you are an integral 
part of neighborhood history 

JOIN OR RENEW ONLINE AT DUPONT-CIRCLE.ORG 
 

.Show your Membership Card and Receive 
Discounts of 10%+  

at DCCA Preferred Merchants 

 
Teaism, G-Star Raw, Beadazzled, Caramel, 

Cocova Fine Chocolate, Trappro, FIT Personal Training,  Just 
That Simple, Keegan Theatre, Total Party! Washington Studio 

School, Carlyle Suites 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES 
DO YOU LIKE TO GARDEN? DUPONT OPPORTUNITIES 
DCCA’s Environment Committee cleans up, plants and 
waters many Dupont venues including tree boxes 
throughout Dupont. If gardening and other hard labor 
interests you’re your help would be welcome.   
Contact: Marcy Logan co-chair 202-316-5329 
Robin Diener co-chair robinsdiener@gmail.com 

 

Alley Dwellings continued 
A list of books and articles on the alley communities of 
“Hidden Washington” can be found in a Library of 
Congress at www.loc.gov/loc/kidslc/LGpdfs/hidwash-
teacher.pdf. 
 

The final Alley Buildings Survey, created by the DC 
Historic Preservation Office can be found at 
http://planning.dc.gov/DC/Planning/Historic+Preserva
tion/Maps+and+Information/DC+History/DC+Historic+
Alley+Buildings+Survey 
 
Kim Protho Williams will give a presentation on the 
Survey, highlighting the Capitol Hill area.  Williams is 
an architectural historian and the National Register 
coordinator at the D.C. Historic Preservation Office. 
Her talk will be on historic alley buildings of Capitol Hill 
and is the result of three years of researching and 
identifying surviving alley buildings in the “old” city 
(the L’Enfant Plan) and Georgetown. The presentation 
will provide some background on the history of 
alleyways in the city, the rise of alley dwellings and 
other building types within those alleyways, and then a 
review of the findings on Capitol Hill. The presentation 
will highlight some of Capitol Hill’s “best,” or “oldest,” 
or most quintessential historic alley buildings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Membership Meeting:  

December 7 
Who?  

       DC Chief of Police,  

             Cathy Lanier 
 
Join DCCA and contribute to our unique 

community! 
DCCA at work? A “comfort station” eyesore 

transformed into the quaint Dupont Circle 

Community Center. 

 
Join or renew online at 

www.dupont-circle.org 
$15 Seniors, $25 Individual,$40 Two-Person 

DCCA is a 501(c)3.  Renew before 12/31 

and receive a tax deduction for 2009! 

 

Dupont 

Real 

Estate 

Status # Avg List  

$1000s 

Avg 

Dom 

Single 

Family 

Active 16 $1,760 134 

$1mm+ Contract 5 $1,850 62 

 Sold 

(30days) 

1 $1,650 104 

Single 

Family 

Active  1 $899 196 

$1mm- Contract 1 $822 8 

 Sold 

(30days) 

0   

Condos-

Coops 

Active 27 $636 100 

2br+ Contract 16 $626 108 

 Sold 

(30days) 

12 $636 32 

Condos-

Coops 

Active 13 $357 29 

1br Contract 12 $337 21 

 Sold 

(30days) 

11 $371 15 

 
Are you involved in community efforts you’d like 

DCCA to know about?  Or do you have questions?  

Ask DCCA President Robin Diener.  

RobinDiener@verizon.net 

DUPONT CIRCLE CITIZENS ASSOCIATION     WWW.DUPONT-CIRCLE.ORG  

http://www.dupont-circle.org/

